Casemix funding of hospitals: objectives and objections.
Reform of the funding of hospitals and other health services has been one of the most important health policy initiatives undertaken by governments in recent years. A number of countries have adopted the casemix approach to payment, or are currently exploring the feasibility of its introduction. Under casemix arrangements hospitals are funded on the basis of the numbers and types of patients they treat. This paper analyses, and finds inadequate, various objections to casemix funding, including those which appeal to considerations of ethics and equity.